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THE. 0 
UTILITY OF THE BOOKS, 
- AND THE 


EXCELLENCY OF THE PARCHMENTS. 


Aud the Bros but ep the $f 
2 Tim, Iv. 1 


Tax apoſtle at this time was a priſoner at Rome, 


in the happy enjoyment of a good conſcience, and 
in daily expectation of martyrdom ; his race was al- 
moſt run, the fight of faith was nearly finiſhed; and 
the laſt enemy, death, was coming forth, and Paul 
knew that there is no diſcharge in that war. © 

He was now grown old; the certain young man call- 
ed Saul, at whoſe feet the executioners of Stephen 
laid down their clothes, was now Paul the aged. He 

had long died daily; life by his miniſtry had worked 
in others, but death in him ; his outward man had 
been ſome time decaying, and his inner man had 
been renewing day by day. 

Paul had been once in the third as: where be 
had ſeen the prize he ran for, and the crown for 
which he fought, ſo that he knew there was no un- 
certainty in his race, nor beating the air in bis war- 


Fare. 
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But, though his tabernacle at this time was tot- 
tering, and a run of years had almoſt run it out, yet 
this corrupt thing, which is forbid by the law, was 
to be offered in ſacrifice, upon the ſervice, and for 
confirmation, of the faith of the ſaints. Paul had 
given one anſwer before the emperor Nero, at which 
time every companion in travail forſook him, not 
one yoke- fellow ſtood with him; but at the flight of 
the ſoldiers the captain of our ſalvation ſtepped forth, 
as the perſon principally concerned in Paul's cauſe. | 
The Lord ſtood with me, and firengthened me, that by 
me the preaching might be fully known. It ſhould 
ſeem that the trial was long, and that many queſ- 


tions were aſked, and wonderful anſwers were given; 


ſo that the court of judicature became a chapel, 
the ſenate heard the glad ridings of ſalvation from 
 apriſonerin chains at the bar, and both the ſenate and 
the ſpectators, inſtead of a ſermon, heard the goſpel 
by way of dialogue. The emperor aſked the queſ- 
tions, and Paul gave the anſwers; the firſt brought 
forth his ſtrong reaſons, and the other anſwered 
them in the power of the king of Jacob. Nero 
tried Paul, and Paul tried him; he condemned 
Paul, and Paul condemned him ; he brought Paul 
to death, and Paul's miniſtry was a ſavour of death 
unto death to him; and ſo they killed each other. 
Nero killed his body, and that was all he could do; 
but Paul killed him both body and ſoul. 
Theſe dialogue diſcourſes the Lord was pleaſed 


to own and bleſs ; Paul's bonds were manifeſt in all 
Eo” N * 
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the palace; yea, as the Lord ſtood, by. him „and 
ſtrengthened him, ſo he likewiſe diſcharged his ar- 
rows of conviction at many in the court from the 
bow of Paul's tongue. He ſuffered Paul to preach at 
the bar, that the Lord might ſummon many, by 
Paul's anſwers, to the bar of equity; ſo that a deal 
of buſineſs was done both in the court of judicature 
and in the court of conſcience; hence we read of 
ſaints appearing even in the palace; all the ſaints 
ſalute you, chiefly they that are of Cæſar's houſehold. 

Paul's firſt anſwer had. been given, and he was 
now looking for a ſecond hearing; and after that he 
expected his diſcharge from labour, and his diſmiſ- 
ſion from the ſtage of time, and therefore he ex- 
horts Timothy, the next in command, o endure hard- 
neſs as a good ſoldier of Feſus Chriſt, to fight, the good 
fight of faith, and to lay hold on eternal life. 

He forewarns him of perilous times, and erroneous 
preachers. and profeſſors, when men ſhould appear 
to be lovers of themſelves, and enemies to ſound 
doctrine. He counſels him to do the work of an 
evangeliſt, not that of a miniſter of the letter, nor 
that of an external reformer, but the work that is 
peculiar to a miniſter of the Spirit, who aims at and 
_ enforces regeneration, and an inward. renewing by the 
Holy Ghoſt ; from which inward change of heart, and 
indwelling of the Spirit of God, proceeds every 
good word and good work, ſuch perſons being created 
anew in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which G od 
val tefere ordained that we ſhould walk i in them. He 
| A 3 perſuades 
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( 6: ) 
perſuades him to wake full proof of bis miniſtry; to let 
fly and difcharge the whole counſel of God, in its own 
force, power, and naked ſimplicity; and that with 
ſolemn appeals both to God and conſcience; and to 
front it and back it, preface it and ſequel it, with all 
prayer, and then to watch the event and effects of it, 
and ſo to make a diſcovery of the full force, power, 
and proof of it; upon fight of which he would be 
encouraged and emboldened to be faithful in it, ſee- 
ing and knowing it to be be power of God unto _ ” 
vation to every one that believeth. 

He informs him alſo of the different ſtations of 
his yoke-fellows. Demas had fell in love with this 
world, and left him; Creſcens was gone to Galatia, 
Titus to Dalmatia z and none was with him but 
Luke. He deſires Timothy to bring Mark with 
him, who was profitable for the miniſtry. This 
| ſeems to me to be the ſame Mark that fled from 
the work at Pamphilia, and whom Paul would not 
take with him; and on whoſe account Paul and 
Barnabas, the two great champions, parted aſunder, 
and each of them took a young enſign with them; J | 
Paul took Timothy, and Barnabas took Markl. 

Mark ſeems to have been one that was apt to faint, 
and yet purſued again when he recovered ſtrength; 
and, though his faith was too feeble to go over 
the brook Beſor, yet his heart was £6 honeſt that he 
was determined to abide by the Buff; and now, being a 
lictle more inured to the hardſhips of the field, he is 


found to be profitable for the miniſtry, when all pro- 
| eng 
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fiting by Paul's perſonal miniſtry was about to be 
loſt; ſo that, upon the whole, it appears that 
Mark had grown in Bauen, and had increaſed in 
ſtrengtb. | 

Timothy is deſde to uſe all diligence and come 
quickly to him, who at this time was the ordained 
and eſtabliſhed paſtor of the church at Epbeſus; 
near to which it ſeems was a place called Troas, 
where a favourite hoſt of Paul's reſided, named Car- 
pus, with whom, at his laſt departure from thence, 
he left all his perſonal effects, except what he took 
with him. This was acting according to his own 
doctrine; No man that warreth entangleth himſelf 
with the affairs of this life. His journey to Rome 
might appear to expoſe him and his property to 
ſome danger; wherefore he leaves the principal 
and moſt weighty things of all. his treaſure with his 
hoſt, which confiſted of three things, his cloak, the 
books, and the parchments. 

The parchments, like Rachel, in Jacob's two 
tands, are placed hindermoſt, and a very jealous eye 
is caſt upon them; Bring the books, but eſpecially the 
parchments. We know Paul had ſuffered the bofs of 
all things, and therefore he cannot be thought to dic 
in poſſeſſion of much earthly treaſure. I have at. 
times chought 1 would give the whole world, if it 
was mine, to be an heir of all Paul's s grace and know- 
ledge, though I ſhould not chooſe to have given 
five pounds to have been his heir at law; for in his 
deepeſt need the church at Philipp: ſupplied his 
"a and ſent it by Epapbroditus. One Oneſiphorus 

| "WM. | found 


C7 
found him at Rome, and ſupplied him, and was not 
aſhamed of his chain, for whom he puts up a moſt 
hearty prayer, that he may find mercy of the Lord 
in the great day, agreeable to the Lord's own pro- 
miſe, I was. an hungred, and ye gave me meat, thirſty, 
and ye gave me drink, in priſon, and ye viſited. me; 
from all which we may conclude that Paul left but 
little of this worlds riches behind him. 
It is certain that Paul knew nothing of us, and 
| yet we are found among his reſiduary legatees. What 
became of his cloak I know not; but I reckon that 
his dear fon Timothy got that, for who ſhould have 
Elijah's mantle but his ſucceſſor Eliſha ?. And, as 
for the books and the parchments, . I believe they 
are both in our poſſeſſion to this day, and I hope 
that they ever will be. Ne 
Now for the words of my, text. | 
Aud the books, but eſpecially the eee, F rom 
which words I ſhall conſider. four thin * x 
I. What I underſtand by the books. 
II. What by the parchments. Add 
III. Why this eis charge is given concerning . 
them. And 
IV. I mall bring ſome things, both gam the books 
and the parchments, ſuitable to the preſent occaſion. 
PFirſt, the Boots. By the books I underſtand the 
_ five books of Moſes, and the books of all the pro- 
phets, to which he compared his own converſion 
to the faith, and his own call to the miniſtry ; toge- 
ther with his commiſſion to the apoſtolic office, 


5 which was to proclaim the predicted ſalvation of 
God 


(£9: F | 
God to the Gentile world, to which his commiſſion 
reached, and to which it was chiefly:confined;! © | 
The firſt book of Moſes; called Geneſis, "> nal 
a prediction of this great apoſtle*'s work. The Lord 
ſhall perſuade or enlarge Japheth, and he ſhall dwell in 
the tents of Sbem. This was the firſt hint dropped of 
the ſalvation of us, after the deſtruction of the old 
world, and the diſcriminating clemency of heaven 
had appeared to Noah and his family in the ark. 
Japbeth was the father of the Gentiles ; by him was 
the iſlands of the Gentiles overſpread. To perſuade, is 
to work faith in the heart; to enlarge, is to diſen- 
tangle, unyoke, releaſe, and bring forth from con- 
finement, thoſe that are ſhut up under a broken law, 
in unbelief and in the ſtrong holds of fin and fatan, 
and barred out, and kept at a diſtance from the fa- 
vour, countenance, preſence, and all communion and 
fellowſhip with God. - To dwell in the tents of Shem, 
is to have the curtains of divine favour ſpread over 
us, the cords of everlaſting love ſtretched out to us, 
and the fakes, the choſen pillars of truth, the elect 
among the Gentiles, raiſed up. 
He produces from the Boote the prophecy of 
Moſes, another prophecy on this head. They have 
moved meto jealouſy with that which is not God. They 
bave provoked me to anger with their vanities; and I 
will move them to jealouſy with thoſe which are not a 
people, I will provoke them to anger with à fooliſh 
nation. The prophecies of Hoſea and Iſaiah are both 
produced in proof of this, and the apoſtle by theſe 
4 — aw 
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ſaw that himſelf being raiſed up, commiſſioned and 
- ſent ta the Gentiles, was an accompliſhment r the 
prophecies and promiſes made to us. 
By the books the apoſtle ſquared all his work in 
the Lord. He tefified both to ſmall and great, ſaying 
no other things than thoſe which the prophets and Moſes 
| did ſay ſhould come, | that Chriſt ſhould fuffer, and 
that be ſhould be the firſt that ſbould riſe from the dead, 
and ſhould ſhew light unto the people, and to the 
Gentiles, 
From the books he took his wh ket 
Ant I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with eu- 
cellency. of ſpeech, or of miſdom, declaring unto you the 
 tefbimony of God; for I determined not to know: any 
thing among you, fave Feſus Chriſt and him crucified. 
Aud my ſpeech and my preaching was not with enticing 
words of man's wiſtlom, but in demonſtration-of the 
Spirit, and of power, that your faith ſhauld not. ſtand 
in the wiſdom of men, but in the peter of God. 
The boots were Paul's rule, line, and plum- 
met, by which he tried all his architecture, as a wiſe 
maſter builder; and, if any thing was required of 
him which he had not God's judgment or ſentence 


upon, he informs us of it, and tells us that he gave 


it as his on private judgment. This ſpeak I, noi 
the Lord : but I ſpeak this by permiſſion, not of com- 
mandment. And unto. n =: a-cadl 

not 1, but the Lord. 
Paul's experience, judgment, fads miniſtry, 
Aline, — worſhip, _ walk, and con- 
| 4 verſation, 


7 „„ 
yerſation, were _ tried by the books; his TY 
ment of things was laid to the line, and the n 
ouſnets that he preached to the plummet. 
He compared ſpiritual things with ſpiritual ; di- 

ritual predictions, with ſpiritual accompliſhments z 
ſpiritual promiſes, with ſpiritualfulfilments ; ſpiritual 
works on the heart, with ſpiritual words in the 
books ; and here he ſaw mercy and truth going be- 
fore in all the promiſes, and faithfulneſs and love 
following after to make them good. Ee, 

From the boots Paul takes all the legal facvifices | 
feaſts, and other obſervances of the Jews; the types, 
figures, and ſhadows, under the former diſpenſation ; 

the tabernacle, and the myſteries of it. The cove- 
nant made with them, and all the veſſels and things 
belonging tothe ſanctuary ſervice, are brought forth, 
and, under the operations of the Holy Spirit, they 
are diſtilled by our great apoftle, and drawn out, 
and handed down, in all their pure, ſpiritual, and 
evangelical ſenſe and meaning; and Chriſt, in his 
great undertaking and finiſhed work, is ſet forth 
before us as the end to which they all pointed, the 
ſubſtance which they all ſhadowed out, and the 
great antitype which they all typified : hence Chriſt 
is called our altar, great high prieſt, ſacrifice, atone- 
ment, and paſſover offering, who ſuffered without 
the gate, roſe from the dead, aſcended on high, and 
entered the holy of holies, OG bn eternal 
redemption for us. 

From the books the apoſtle traces faith, from 

- Abel 


(- 12 ), 
Abel down throughout the antediluvian world, the 
patriarchal age, and moſaic economy, till time fail. 
ed him in purſuing the ſpiritual genealogy of the 
heavenly fraternity. He tells us what their faith was, 
and what their faith did: Firſt what it was; It wa 
the ſubſtance of things boped for. They hoped for the 
appearance of the Meſſiah, redemption by him, and 
glory through him; and Chriſt dwelling in their 
hearts by faith, who is king of grace and king 
of glory, was the ſubſtance of all that they hoped 
for and expected. And their faith was tbe evi 
dence of things not ſeen. © They ſaw not the Meſſiah 
in his incarnate ſtate, nor the prophecies and pro- 
miſes fulfilled by him, nor the way into the holy of 
holies conſecrated through the vail of his: fleſh, 
nor he in his glorified humanity, made higher than 
the heavens :. yet their faith was the confidence of 
theſe things, and in confidence their ſtrength ſtood; 
by. the eye of faith they ſaw the / promiſe at a diſ- 
tance, and by charity they embraced the promiſed 
ſeed; and, as they lived, /o theſe all died in faith; 
the eyes of their bodies were cloſed in confidence, 
and their ſouls awaked in open and endleſs viſion. 
They left their fleſh to reſt in hope, and their ſouls are 
called the ſpirits of jus men made perfet?. 
Theſe obtained a good report through faith; their 
teſtimony ſtood in their confidence. God gave wit- 
[neſs to their faith. This was the end of their faith, 
| and the end of their converſation ; and, through their 
faith 
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faith and patience upon earth, they now inherit tlie: 
promiſed glory in heaven. | 

By the 4ooks Paul got at the true account of the 
creation and generation of the world ; whereby he 
traces all things up to the firſt cauſe, the triune parent 
of all, and the all-wiſe diſpoſer of all events. He 
never found in all the books any thing like the eter- 
nity of the earth, as deiſts dream, and fools believe. 
Paul doth not make God a reformer or a reviſer, 
but the Maker and Creator of all things. By faith 
we underſtand that the world was framed by the word 
of God, ſo that the things which are ſeen were not 
made of the things which do appear. 

We are well informed who founded the earth, 
and who ſpread out tlie heavens; and how the one 
is to be diſſolved, and the other wrapped up at laſt, 
when the myſtery of God ſhall be finiſhed, and the mea+ 
fare of iniquity filled. 

Front the books Paul gathers the account t of the 
ancient counſels, covenants, and ſettlements, of eter- 
nity. The heavenly Father's counſel and will of 
purpoſe; his abſolute. choice of the virgin Mary's 
ſeed to be aſſumed in her womb in the fulneſs of time 
by the divine word, and to be made by eternal uni- 
on one with him; of the Saviour's agreeing to 
take part of the children's fleſh and blood; of the 
Father's love to us, and choice of us in him ; of his 
giving him to us, and we to him; of the life he 
gave us in him, and of our predeſtination to be con- 


formed to his image, to life and glory in him, and 
of 


( 14 ) 

of bringing us to the external | enjoyment of it by 

him, 
Ile ſhews from the books the coatecia and 
promiſes that went before, and the accompliſhment 
of both by the appearance of Chriſt, and the glory 
that ſhould follow his appearance, both to Jews 
and Gentiles. The rejection of the Jews for their 
unbelief, and the ſalvation of the Gentiles upon it; 
the reſtoration of all the tribes, and the Gentiles? 
fulneſs with them; the univerſal reign of Chriſt ; his 
ſecond appearance at the world's end; the reſur- 
tection of the juſt at it; the new heaven and the 
new earth; the glorious reſ that remains to the peo- 
ple of God; the keeping of the great Sabbath in 
the thouſand years? reign; the reſurrection of the 
wicked, and their final judgment, at the cloſe of it; 
together, with the delivery up of the kingdom of 
grace to the Father, that the kingdom of ultimate 
glory may take place; which, in the fulfilment and 
bleſſed = oro is all that _ can rope, ot 

hope expect. 
From the 4 we learn the creation of angels 
by Chriſt, and the decree made known to them, 
that, when the firſt begotten was to be brought into the 
world, (in buman nature ) all the ang of God were to 
worſhip bim. 

But ſome reſiſted this ther Makers will, and in 

. This matter deſpiſed the very race of human beings, 
and rebelled againſt that divine revelation, or that 


decree — and /o abode not in the truth, for 
| which 


( 15 ) 
which they were ** with folly, and baniſhed 
from their own habitations, from the manſions of 
bliſs; to which folly (out of revenge) they add that 
of ihe great tranſgreſſion, by endeavouring to coun- 
teract the will of God in every thing relative to our 
ſalvation. They beguiled Eve, and ſeduced Adam 
by her means, and /o brought fin into the world, and 


death by fin; by which they have uſurped kingly 5 


dominion over the children of men, in whom we 
have all had our converſation in times paſt. PR 

The books ſhew us the deſtruction of Satan and 
his works by the death of Chriſt; how Satan 5 
head was broken by the Saviour's bruiſed heel ;, the 
judgment of angels at the laſt day by Chriſt the 
Judge, and by the verdi& of every preacher, and 
by the teſtimony of all the ſaints; and the books 
_ conclude with the eternal baniſhment, impriſon- 
ment, and puniſhment of Satan, and all his an- 
gelic legions, and- of all the human miriads that 
have favoured and ſupported his curſed intereſt, and 
who have died in alliance with him. 

But again, beſides theſe ſacred books of the ho- 
ly ſcriptures, we may ſee that, as Paul's work lay 
amongſt the heathen, and his enemies were-always 
plotting againſt him, if he could pick up any book 
of theirs which in any ſenſe made for his purpoſe, 
he choſe to make uſe of it, The Athenians ſeem 
to have been determined to engroſs all the gods, 
and their affections, to themſelves ; and, fearing leſt 
there ſnould be any al which they knew not, they 

determined 


(26 ö 
determined not to provoke him to jealouſy,” and 
therefore dedicated one altar to him, if there ſhould: 
happen to be ſuch a being in this world, or elſe. 
where; and, having thus ſecured themſelves from the 

anger or jealouſy of every god, as they hoped, it 
appears that they made a law to puniſh either with 
death, or ſomething capital, any perſon that ſhould 
declare or proclaim any ſtrange god among them; 
and by this law it ſhould ſeem they apprehended 
Paul, when he preached the death and reſurrection 
of Jeſus; for certain philoſophers of the epicureans 
and of ſtoics encountered bim; and ſome ſaid, I bat will 
this babbler ſay ? Other ſome, He ſeemeth to be a ſetter 
fortb of ſtrange gods, becauſe he preached to them Jeſus, 
and the reſurrection. And they took him, and brought 
him to Mars-hill, ſaying, May we know what this new 
doctrine whereof thou ſpeakeſt is? for thou bringeſt 
range things to our ears; we would know, therefore, 
what theſe things mean. Paul ſeems to have ſome 
knowledge of this law, and makes good uſe of what 
he knew of it. He informs them that hey could not 
lay ſuch a thing to him, nor ſupport ſuch a charge 
againſt him; for as 1 paſſed by, and beheld your devo- 
tions, I ſaw an altar with this inſcription, To the un- 
known God. Whom ye ignorantly worſhip, him declare 
T unto you. Now, as there moſt certainly was ſuch 
| a God, and whom they acknowledged to be an un- 
known one, and had dedicated an altar to him, 
Paul applies the inſcription of the altar to their ig- 


norance in worſhip, and declares i in his doctrine that 
God 


61 ) 

God to * which they confeſſed. they knew no- 
thing of, and ſo worked himſelf out of that clauſe of 
their act, and out of the hands of his accuſers: in all 
which we may ſee the wiſdom of the WR and the 
harmleſſneſs of the dove. 4 | 
Again, Paul handles another af thei iioks | 
_ againſt them. God, that made the world and all things 

therein, ſeeing. that he is Lord of heaven and. earth, _ 
develleih not in temples made with hands, neither is 
worſhipped with, men's hands as though he needed any 
thing, ſeeing be (giveth 10 all life, and breath, and all 
things, and hath made of one blood all nations of men, 
for in him we live, and move, and have our being ; 
as certain alſo of your own poets haus ſaid, for we are 
his offspring; foraſmuch then as we are the offspring 
of God, wwe ought not to think that the Godhead is like 
unto gold, and ſilver, or ſtone, pave by art * man | 
device. : | 8 
Once more, Paul quotes a paſſage out of a Cre- 
tian poet againſt the Cretians ; one of themſelves, even 
a prophet of their own, /ald, The Cretians are always liars, 
evil beaſts, flow bellies ; in which he repreſents their 
national ſin to be that of lying, their diſpoſitions to 
be ſavage and brutal, and that their hands were flow 
to labour, and their bellies as ſlow, dead, and hea- 
vy, being indulged in gluttony and exceſs; and de- 
clares this witneſs to be true, and bids Titus rebuke 
them ſharply, that they may be found in the faith. I 
ſhall now diſmiſs the books, and the uſe Paul made 


of them, and treat . 
"Sg 
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n. of the payebments ; by which I underſtand, 
iſt, The goſpel written by Luke. This pious 
man ſoon found the apoſtle out after his conver- 
ſion to the faith, and continued with him to the laſt, 
and was the only perſon that was now with him at 

Rome. He ſtyles him he beloved phyſician; and, for 
the goſpel which he had written, he owns that his 
praiſe was in all the churches ; and it is thought by 
ſome that, whenever Paul mentions according to my 
* Foſpel, the goſpel by Luke is intended, or re- 
ferred to. This man was a beautiful penman; his 
ſtyle is elegant, and his ſtrokes noble; and he ſeems 
to have been a man of eminence, and ſome note in 
the world, which appears by the dedication of his 


| works to ſome great perſonage, as governor of 


ſome province, whom he addreſſes in his high office, 
Moft excellent Theophilus. 

2dly. By the parchments I underſtand the Acts of 
the Apoſtles, of which Luke was the. penman ; and 
it ſeems as if he was both an eye and an ear witneſs 
| of the ſigns, wonders, and mighty deeds, of which 
that parchment is a, narrative and faithful hiſ- 

, tory. 
Luke, I believe, aint Paul in his voyage 
to Rome, ſuffered ſhipwreck with him, and ſeems 

to be appointed of God to be Paul's obſerver and 
ſeribe, as Baruch was to Jeremiah; he was a par- 
ticular obſerver of the good hand and handy-works | 
ol the Lord, and what he faw he penned ; and fo 


Ty . down to . the mighty acts, ter- 
i rible 


Cu). 
rible majeſty, and tlie nn. of - the 
Lord. 

Zdly. The dhe alſo might contain the 6 | 
cree and appointment of the apoſtles and elders 
aſſembled at Jeruſalem about circumciſion and keep- 
ing the whole law in order to obtain ſalvation, with 
which advocates for the law Paul had no ſmall. 
contention and diſputation, till the matter was ſet- 
tled by the whole ſynod of apoſtles at Jeruſa- 
lem, which Paul delivered to every church that he 
viſited. And as they went through the cities they de- 
livered them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained 
of the apoſtles and elders which were at Jeruſalem. 

Achly. The parchments, no doubt, contained exact 
copies of all the epiſtles which God, by his apoſtle, 
had ſent to the churches; to the church at Rome, 
Corinth, Galatia, Coloſſe, Philippi, Epheſus, to Theſ- 
falonica, and to the Hebrews. Paul was not ignorant of 
| Satan's devices; he knew that the devil ever had been, 
and l ftill was, God's ape as well as God's enemy; that 
in the prophetic age he had ſent forth falſe prophets, 
and during the time of 'the Levitical prieſthood, 
he had furniſhed the world with falſe prig*s; prieſts 
of Baal, and prieſts of Jupiter, and prieſts of no- 
body knows what. In Paul's days, when apoſtles, 
the higheſt officers that ever appeared, were ſent out, 
falſe apoſtles were. ſent out by Satan alſo. In this age 
| Satan transformed himſelf into an angel of light, and the 
miniſters of Satan were transformed as the miniſters of 
3 In the future ages the 1 knew 
ps + that 
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that ordinary teachers would ſucceed the extraor- 
dinary apoſtles, and that falſe teachers would be found 
among them, as falſe apoſtles were among theſe ; and 
therefore, in order to foreſtall the devil's market, and 
to bring his infernal monopoly to nothing, to pre- 
vent the quackery of the devil's agents, and the 
. Circulation of their ſpurious medicines, Paul keeps 
exact copies of all Wis Piſtles, written verbatim on 
vellum. 
Sthly. And, if the goſpel of Wees and Mark 
were now written, as moſt probably they were, 
though the goſpel of John I believe was not, it is 
moſt likely that Paul had ſecured them; for, if he 
peruſed the heathen poets, it is not likely that he 
| would let theſe eſcape his library. Peter was well 


A acquainted with Paul's epiſtles, and no doubt but 


Paul had procured the goſpels both of Matthew and 
_ * Mark, and perhaps the epiſtles of all the other apoſ- 
les extant at that time: and the apoſtle being now 
come to a point, he had long been in a ſtrait betwixt 
two, having a deſire to depart, and to be with Chrif, 
@obich is far better „ yet the love of the churches held 
him by the ſkirts, and made him confeſs hat 7o 
_ abide in the fleſh was better for them. And, though 
formerly he had been undetermined, which TI ſhall 
_ chooſe I wot not, yet now he appears to have come 
to a determination, and chooſes to depart, and there- 
| fore wiſhes to ſet his houſe in order; and, like an 
affectionate father who had laid up for the children, 
be gets his matters and effects together, which were 
* : «. + =o 
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out in the world; all his property ſeems to be with 
him, except his cloał, the books, and the parcbments. 
The cloak, I am inclined to think, was given to 
Timothy; the Boobs were diſtributed to his fellow- 
labourers, whom he enjoins % ſpeak the Jame things 
that he had ſpoken; the parchments ſeem to have 
been bequeathed to all the Gentile churches ; and, as 
to the reſt of his property, I believe that was nothing 
to nobody; which leads me 
III. To conſider the excellency of the parch- 
ments, or why ſuch an eſpecial charge is given con- 
cerning them. Bring the books, But eſpecially the 
parchments. Now the apoſtle well knew that the 
* books were greatly ſpread abroad in the world; they 
were in the royal library at Alexandria in Egypt, 
and in whatever city any number of the Jews were 
ſettled, and a ſynagogue of theirs was erected, that 
there the books: were kept, for. Maſes of old time had 
in every city them that preached him; but the parch- 
ments were not ſo univerſally ſpread, and therefore 
the apoſtle concluded in his own mind that the devil · 
himſelf could never deſtroy the Boote, hut he choſe 
to guard - againſt all danger * might befall the 
parchments. 
Beſides, 2dly.. The Books were now in one SR 
- out of date, and ſome of the contents of them, eſpe- 
cially thoſe that contain the covenant of works, 
were waxed old, and were juſt ready to vaniſh away; 
For, when he ſaith a new covenant, he hath made the 
1 old, ae vin. 13. By the Wh: were 
B 3 = in 
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in their infant ſtate, or ſtate of minority at leaft, 
and not quite completed, as the goſpel by John, 
and the book of the Revelation, ſeem not as yet to be 
brought forth ; ſo that, like a tender father, who often 
takes the greateſt care of his little ones, Paul, having 
neither wife nor children in the fleſh, employs his 
mind and care about the things which, of all things 
beneath the ſun, were the neareſt to his heart, that is, 

the church of God, and the parchments. —- 

_ 3dly. The Jews, wherever they were ſcattered, 
whether they were religious or irreligious, were uni- 
verſal admirers of the Boats; but were the greateſt 
enemies under heaven to the parchments. He knew 
that; like Herod, they would uſe their utmoſt endea- 
vours againſt this young child; and, as they had killed 
the Lord Jeſus, and ſome of his apoſtles, and aimed at 
te deſtruction of all the reſt, it was not likely that 

the parcbments ſnoula · eſcape, if they ſhould fall into 

their hands; ſor, if they excommunicated and curſed 
the followers of the Lamb, and forbad the preaching 
of his goſpel, no doubt but they would blot out the 
contents of the parchments from under heaven. 
Athly. The books, itis true, contain all the prophe- 
cies and promiſes of things to come, and what the 
Meffiah was to do: but the parchments contain an 
account of his having appeared, and of what he has 
done. And as John, who pointed to Chriſt's perſon; 
was the greateſt prophet that ever was born of woman; 
and as the leaſt | /ubje# in the kingdom of Goa, after 
| . 9 it is plain 
dat 
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that the miniſtry of the ſpirit is greater thap thay of. - 
the law; Jeſus is greater than Moſes; things ac- 
compliſhed greater than things predicted; ſealing 


up viſion and prophecy better than things foretold ; . 


the things provided for us better than the things of 
the old teſtament ; faithfulneſs and * in fulfilling 


greater than truth alone promiſing; and, of courſe, 


the parchments are more excellent chan the books. 


- $thly. The falſe apoſtles had laboured hard to un- 


dermine Paul's reputation, to ſupplant him, and 
alienate the affections of the ſaints from him; in 
order to which they come to them with excellency.of 
_ ſpeech, great ſwelling words of vanity, alluring through 
the Iuft of the fleſh, and much wantonneſs ; and bad crept 
into houſes, and led captive filly women ; yea, though 
they hated Chriſt, his goſpel, Paul, and the whole 
goſpel church, yet they had preached Chriſt . out of 
envy, and in pretence, on purpoſe to add affliction to 
the apoſtle's bonds, that, while he was a priſoner con- 
fined in chains, they were labouring to pervert both 
the goſpel and the profeſſors of it. 

Paul had before this confronted them. 1 1 come 
anto you frortly, and will know, nat the ſpeech of lr 
that are puffed up, but the power z far ihe kingdom of 
ud is not in word, but in power. I will know the 
divine power and energy of God, upon their ſouls, 
their miſſion, and commiſſion, from Chriſt ; what 

power they have with God in prayer, and what ſpi- 
| Titval ſeals they have got to their miniſtry. Thus 
a and the church in his day, are commended of 
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Elhriſt. Thou haſt tried them which ſay they are apoſtles, 
and are not, and baſt found them liars; and for my name 
ſake baſt laboured, and haſt not fainted, &c. 
The apoſtle having thus confronted and confuted 

theſe miniſters of Satan, they were obliged to adopt 
another method of craftineſs, and that was to forge 
_ efiftles, and ſend them to the churches, as if they 
came from Paul. Paul ſoon detects this cheat, and 
ſends the watchword abroad. Now 7 beſeech you, 
brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and 
by our gathering together unto bim, that ye be not ſoon 
1 ſhaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by ſpirit, nor by . 
word, nor by letter, as from us, that the day of Chriſt 
is at hand; let no' man deceive. you by any means. 
2 Theſſ. ii. 2. And, to prevent deſtruction by this 
ſnare of the devil, he ſigns every epiſtle with his own 
hand- writing in future. The /alutation of Paul with 
mine own hand, which is the toten in every Nille: fo 
T write. 2 Theſſ. iii. 17. The ſure token in every 
| epiſtle was his own hand; fo he wrote, and all chat 
wanted his ſignature was counterfeit, or ſpurious.” 

His manner of writing appears to me to be this, 
; He drew the matter from his great Maſter by hum- 
ble prayer, and under the influence of the Holy Spi- 
rit he wrote it down; and theſe were copied by Ti- 
mothy, Epaphroditus, Tychicus, Titus, Lucas, and 
others; and exact copies of them all were written by 
Luke, to prevent all counterfeits by Satan and 
huis apoſtles; in order that the Parchments might be 

handed * tothe churches! in future ages, neat, pure, 
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untainted, and unadulterated, as the unſearchable riches. 
of Chriſt, left by will to the churches; that they might 
flow from our great Aaron's beard to the ſkirts of 
his clothing, until the top-ſtone of mercy's fabric 
be brought forth with n crying — _ 
unto it. 
And now, as the apoſtle bad wi wt a in of 
the fidelity of Timothy, and of the unfeigned faith of 
him, and of his mother Eunice, and of his grand- 
mother Lois, and having no fellow-labourer like 
minded, who would naturally care for the ſtate of the 
church, he charges him to w/e all diligence to come to 
bim quickly, fearing he ſhould die before he came; 
that he might appoint him the executor of this his 
laſt will and teſtament, that he might be enabled, 
being both an eye and an ear-witneſs to the 
bequeſt of the apoſtle's whole effects, to detect, 
and to diſprove any forgery that ſhould ever after 
appear in the apoſtle's name in the world, or among 
the churches of Chriſt ; and likewiſe that Timothy 
ſhould deliver the ſame, by copies, to all the 
churches, and at the ſame time keep an exact 
copy of all the parchments in his own ſtudy, and, 
among the reſt, that which contains his own Sw 
that be bimſelf might preach no other dofirine. | This 
charge I commit to thee, ſon Timothy, according to the 
prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them 
mighteſt war a good warfare, holding faith and a good 
conſcience, which ſome having put away concerning faith 
have made ſhipwreck, of whom is -Hymeneus and Alex- 


ander, 


© 46.5 


di view I baue delivered unto Satay, that they 
may learn nat to blaſpheme; which leads mmm 
IV. To ſome improvement of the ſubject to the 
preſent occaſion. Some will ſay, What has Pauls 
death, his laſt will and teſtament, and his books and 
| parchments, to do with the preſent ſtate of our nation, 
the war that we are involved in, the hardneſs of the 
preſent times, and with our preſent appointed faſt ? 
Anſwer. If neither the books nor the  parchments 
grant any warrant to any appointed faſting and 
prayer, we can have no expectation either of being 
regarded, heard, or anſwered, in our prayers put up 
on the preſent occaſion; for, if no ſuch warrant be 
granted, nor any ſuch indulgence be allowed, either 
in the boots or the parchments, where are we to find 
any encouragement to __ our intereſt with God on 
ſuch an occaſion as this? 1 
However, we are not at a loſs either for prece-· 
dents or promiſes in times of calamity. Call upon 
me in time of trouble, faith the Lord, and I will deliver 
thee, and thou ſpalt glorify ne. The kings of ' U{rael 
often proclaimed a faſt, and called upon the ſubjects 
of their realm to uſe their intereſt with the God of 
heaven in behalf of their own families, their own 
country, the worſhip of their God, and for the pro- 
tection and ſafety of their ſovereign. 
Moab, Ammon, and the Edomites, 8 
againſt Iſrael under the reign of Jehoſhaphat; Je- 
 hoſhaphat proclaims a faſt, and ſeeks God by prayer; 
| 2 out of all his cities, unites wich him, and ſceks 
1 


the field, and their work ſhould be firſt to praiſe 


in their ranks; prayer is one part of the armour 
that equips the chriſtian, Pharaoh and all his hoſt 
is deſtroyed, at the cry of Moſes, by the red ſea, 


* 
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He informed them by a prophet that they need not 
fight in that battle; the God of armies would win 


the beauties of holineſs, and then to divide the 
hey e eee ae eee 
gh pel, he reinforces that nation with an additional 
army. All nations have ſome ſoldiers, and every 
believer is 4 good ſoldier of Chriſt Jeſus. The church 
is au army with banners, as well as the troops in the 
field; and ſometimes a formidable haſt has been de- 
ſtroyed by prayer, when they could not attack them 


and in a way not very common. Iſrael was ſaved by 


flying, and Pharaoh was deſtroyed by purſuing, 
Notwithſtanding the abounding wickedneſs of 
this nation, and the awful ſpread | of  damnable* 


hereſies in it, I believe in my conſcience that Gd 


hath: more monuments of mercy, and ſubjects of his 


ſpecial grace, in Great Britain, than he hath in all 
the world beſides. No ſmall number lie in the com · 


paſs of my own knowledge, both in town and 


country, who know God for themſelves, who have 


felt his power, and found acceſs to him, and who 


are ſound in ſpirit, practice, and principle. 


Moreover, God, in times of public calamity, often | : 


| condeſcends to 89, even _ an ** people, 


„ 
s far as the light of nature can guide them to go 
after. him. This may be ſeen in the matter of Ni- 
neveh. Jonah proclaims its overthrow in the public 
ſtreets; and, having ſounded the awful alarm, the 
whole city was rouſed; and, though no Mediator 
was ſet before them, nor ſpirit of ſupplication pro- 
miſed to them; and though they had nothing but a 
peradventure, Ab, who can tell? to reſt on; yet they 
put away the evil of their hands, faſt, ſit in ſack- 
cloth, and cry mightily to God; and God repents of 
the evil, according to his own declaration. At what 
infant I. ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning 
4 kingdom, 10 pluck up, and to pull down, and to deſtroy 


— if that nation, againſt whom I have pronounced, 


turn from their evil, I will repent of "the evil that 1 
thought to do unto them: and at what inſtant I ſhall 
ſpeak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to 
build and 10 plant it, if it do evil in my fight, that it obey 
not my voice, then I will repent of the gooll wherewith 
T faid Twould benefit them. Jer. xviii. 7, 8, 9, 10. 
Of all the human race, we are the greateſt debt- 
ors both to providence and grace; for, while God's 
| Judgments have been ſo conſpicuouſly abroad in the 
earth, we have ſat unmoleſted under our own vine, 
and under our own fig-tree. And who can take no- 
| tice of the deſtruction of that great family whoſe an- 
ceſtors have brought ſo many of Chriſt's ſheep to 


the ſlaughter, and not ſee the hand of God in al! 


this? I will viſit the fins of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, unto the third and fourth generation of them that 


„ 
bate me. Perhaps all the annals of time will not 
produce a period when ſo many have been num 
bered: to the ſword, as in this war; and who can - 
look, and not ſee that the ſlaughter hath been chief- 
ly among the children of that great whore, who 
has been ſo long drunk with the blood of the ſaints ? 
God's promiſe to her is, I will caft her into a bed, 
and they that commit adultery with her into great tri- 
bulation, except they repent ; and 7 will kill ber chilargn 
with death. 
And, as the Linn God of recompences wil 8 re- 
quite, and avenge the blood-of bis ſervants, I take this 
to be the principal reaſon for his not ſuffering any 
pover to ward off the blow on the continent; though 
his good hand hath been viſibly ſeen with our 
fleets in the protecting our on country. Britain 
appears to be one of the iſles that ſhould wait for his 
law, and hath been long favoured with it; and hi- 
therto truth hath been our ſpieid and buckłler. | 
What aſtoniſhes me above meaſure is to find fo 
many in England who have their affe&ions ſo alien- 
ated from their own country as to have their 
hearts and fouls in the intereſt of our common ene- 
my. He that hates the place of his nativity is un- 
worthy of a reſidence in it, and he that betrays it 
is a firſt couſin to Judas. Ephraim acted this 
ſtrange part ; he caſt off the royal family of David, 
and then gathers his affections both from Judah and 
Benjamin; and in the end Aſher is found to be 
_ confederate with kim. And be helped the children of 
E. 
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Zo. The Almighty: is ſo exaſperated at this, that 
| he will not allow him the common age. of man; 
 #ithinthreeſcore and five years ſhall Ephraim be broken, 
that it be not a people. Iſaiah vii. 8. Another pro- 
phet lives to ſee his glaſs almoſt run out, and his 
long captivity coming on. Epbraim, he bath mixed 
him/olf among the people; Ephraim is a cake not turned; 
Nrangers have devoured his ſtrength, yet he knoweth 
uf not; yea, grey hairs are here and there upon n 
Jet he knoweth it not, Hoſea vii. 8, 9. 

His Aſſyrian confederate ſoon leads him into 
Eaptivityz and to the promiſed land he is not re- 
turned yet, though it is e two thouſand en : 
doe he leſt it 4 
The nn 
trouble ; but be ſhall be delivered out of it. It is a 
time of univerſal, and, I was going to ſay, of unpa- 
ralleled oppreſſion. The ſtaff of life ſeems to be lock- 
ed up in the hands of three claſſes of creatures, 
the monopoliſt, the rich overgrown farmer, and the 

- mealman. You may call the firſt the hopper, and the 
other two the upper and nether milſtone ; and with 
this treble engine of miſchief the devil at this day 
_ grinds the faces of the poor of this nation. I am 
_ - acquainted with many farmers in various parts of the 
nation, men of truth and religion; and I am fully 
perſuaded, by what I have ſeen and heard, that there 
is juſt as great a ſcarcity in England as there was 
in Egypt during the ſeven years plenty. . 
FOE conſcientious mes that will fell, and the 
| | | little 
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little one, and the poor farmer that muſt ſell, are 
attended in every market by the monopoliſt. The 
rich overgrown farmer, and thoſe that neither fear 
God, nor regard man, will not fell ; they. withbold 
the corn, that the people may curſe them. The meal- 
man, when he gets it, if report be true (and 
the bread we eat daily proves it), gives you a2 
mixture either of beans, oats, barley, peas, or 
rye. This is whiſpered abroad by ſome that work 
in the mill, and has been told in London- by 
thoſe that drive the cart; and thus you pay eighteen 
or twenty. ſhillings per buſhel for hog-corn. Bat 
will not God viſit for theſe things, and ſhall not bis foul 
Be avenged on ſuch oppreſſers as theſe? He will viſit 
theſe men ſooner or later, for he has curſed them in 
the books, and damned them in the parchments. 

Laſt ſummer, juſt before harveſt, a gentleman 
of the county of Suſſex, foreſeeing, by all ap- 


pearance, a terrible famine coming on, turned his 


thoughts to various things, in order to prevent this 
evil arrow, He ſet to work to make bread of rye 
ard wheat; he ate it himſelf, and brought it to a 
large town where I have much acquaintance, and 
there recommended it even to gentlemen, Some 
approved, ſome not; however moſt viewed it a good 
make · ſhiſt, and concluded that every one would 
eat it rather than fawoon in the fireets, When har- 
'veſt came in, and the new corn began/to come to 
market, this ſame gentleman was found to have five 


| loads of. old — by him, which at that time, - 
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believe, would have fetched forty pounds * F70Y | 
but this price was naught, it was naught with the 
eller... Thus he lent his friendly aid to help for- 
ward the calamity of an artificial famine; and, having 

aſſiſted in procuring the diſeaſe, he ſet his mind to 
work to find out the remedy; and by his laſt deed + 
this lord of the gentiles was called a benefaFor. 5 
TFaleſterday a poor God - fearing man called on me, 
ee Coſton, from Wooking in Surry. He is own. 
brother to one of the ſix ſtudents who ſome years 
ago went to America. He has worked at huſbandry, 
at various places about the country, for years, and 
hath a wife and five children. I aſked him if there 
_.. was the leaſt appearance of a ſcarcity in any one 
part of the land he had been in? He ſaid, No, not in 
any one thing. I aſked him what flour was at per 

| buſhel with him? He faid the worſt ſort of all was 
eighteen ſhillings ; but he informed me that he had 
left off eating any thing made of wheat for this eight 
months, and bought nothing but barley. I aſked 
him what they might charge him for that? He re- 


plüwKied, Laſt week 1 gave nine ſhillings per buſhel, 


and it was wretched ſtuff; but Mr. Hodd told me 
8 it would be ten ſhillings next week. 

” | Theſe are the grateful returns which are made 
to the Father of all mercies, and God of all comfort, 
-for one of the moſt plentiful crops of barley that 
ever clothed the hills or valleys of Great Britain. 
God fends a plenty, and men make a famine; and 
i ns mg cats of the Lord God of ſabaoth are per- 
; petually 


tw) 


piivally filled with the cries of the Egyptians for 
bread; But where is Joſeph, where is Zaphnath- 
paaneah, the Revealer of ſecrets and the Saviour 
of the land? The heir of all things is at the right 
hand of God; ſend your prayers there in this mat- 
ter; you are encouraged both Ws; the books and the 
parchments.. 

An oppreſſor is a Smet that is excluded the 
glorious viſions of heaven. He that fhall 4:vell on high, 
and ſee the king in his beauty, and the land that is very 
far off, is one that defpiſeth the gain of oppreſſion, and 


* that fhaketh his hands from holding of bribes. Tfaiah 


xXXiti. 14, 15, 16, 17. This is the language of the 
books ; and the parchments tell you to let your requeſts 


be made known unto God, and in due time you ſhall 


reap if you faint not. And the books fay, For the op- 
preſſion of the poor, for the fighing of the needy, now will 
Lariſe, faith the Lord; I will ſet him in /a fely from bin 
that puffeth at him. Pſalm xii. 5. 
| Your perpetual prayers will haſten the coming 
and kingdom | of the great Messrax#and the firſt 
work that ſhall ever be performed at his appearing 
ſhall be to avenge the poor and needy, by an entire 
deſtruction of this engine of the devil called or- 


rESSION: and by this hoſpitable act the King of 


Zion will ſpread his fame from pole to pole, when 
all the inhabitants of the rerraqueous globe will wel- 
come his reign, blefs his appearance, and hail their 
great Deliverer ; for ſo faith the Sb; He ſhall judge 


the your of * — children of the 


= | 
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"MY end ſhall break in pieces the . oppreſſer. ' 
ſhall fear thee as long as the ſun and moon — 
| throughout all generations. In his days ſhall the righ- 
teous flouriſh, and abundance of peace ſo long as the 
moon endures. His name ſhall endure for ever; bis 
name Hall be continued as long as the ſun, and men ſhall 
be bleſſed in him. All nations ſhall cal bim Bleſſed. 
Palm Ixxii. 

Some, under this infernal * of oppreſſion; un 
der this artificial famine, let fly the anguiſh of their 
fouls in open rebellion againſt tbe higher powers. This 
is adding ſin to fin ; this rebellion is ſtriftly forbidden 
by the books, and i it is condemned * all the parch- 
ments 3 

This ſatanic art of 8 was e on un- 
der the government of one of the beſt of kings that 
ever lived, and under one of the wiſeſt that ever 
reigned. David and Solomon both complain of 
it; and, though they were both deſpotic princes, yet 
neither of them could deſtroy it. In David's days 
the devil had a privy council of theſe engineers. 
"Their e eyes tand out with fatngfs ; ; they have more tba 
beari could wiſh ; they are corrupt, and ſpeak Witkedly 
concerning "oppreſſion ; ; they ſpeak liftily;;, they fet their 
_ mouth. a againſt the beavens, and their. tongue. walketh . 
through the earth; * therefore: his peophk return . hither ; 
end Waters. of a full cup are wruxg out to them. Plalo 
texiii. 77 8, 9,10. If you would know what is 
meant by waters 4 Full cup in the books, you 
ll find. * N explained in the parchment. But they 
__ ob To : "that 
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that will be rich fall into temptation and a Jnare, and 


into many fooliſh and hurtful Iufts, which drown men in 


deftrufFion and perdition. For the love of money 150 pod 
root of all evil, 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10, | 
Solomon complains of this fin, of this avail token 
of perdition. So I returned, and conſidered all the op- 
preffions that are done under the ſun ; and, behold, the 
tears of ſuch as were oppreſſed, and they had no com- 
forter ; and on the fide of their oppreſſors there was 
power, but they had no comforter ; wherefore I praiſed 
the dead more than the living. Ecc. iv. 12. The op- 
preſſed here is in the ſame ſtate of the oppreſſor ; that 
is, deſtitute' of the grace of God; neither of them 


had a comforter; the firſt had leanneſs in his ſoul, 


and the latter leanneſs in both ſoul and body; and 


ſo it was the poor oppreſſng the poor, which is a 
ſweeping rain that leaves no food behind. 
But, bleſſed be God, this is not our caſe; Py God 


hath put gladneſs in our hearts, which is of a better na- 


ture than that which fprings from an increaſe of corn 


and wine. Pſalm iv. 7. 

It was the cry that Iſrael put up 5 wir this yoke 
that brought the God of Abraham from the third 
heaven into the buſh. Now therefore behold, the cry 


of the children of Ijrael is come unto me; and I have alſo 


ſeen the oppreſſion wherewith the Egyptians oppreſs tham. 
Come now therefore, and I will ſend thee unto Pharaob, 


that thou mayeſt bring forth my People, the children "of 
Ifrael, out of Egypt. Ex. iii. 9, 10, And what did 
oy get by this their oppreſſion? Why, they got- 
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ten of the heavieſt plagues that ever fell upon a 
nation; the deſtruction of their firſt-born, the ſpoiling 

and ruin of their country, and the overthrow of Pha» 
rach and all his hoſt in the red ſea. 

When God intends that a man ſhall fill up the 
meaſure of his iniquity in haſte, he generally gives 
him up 0 his own heart's luſt; and then his eye and 
heart are never ſatisfied. Thus he gave up Pha- 
raoh, thus he gave up Nabal, and thoſe alſo that 
beat bis people in pieces, and grind the faces of the poor. 
Iſaiah iii, 1 5. And thoſe whoſe ſouls were plotting - 
freſh ſchemes of oppreſſion, while they were engaged 

in the very ſervice of God. And the ſongs of the 
* temple ſhall be bowling in that day, ſaith the Lord Cad: 
* . there ſhall be many dead bodies in every place, they ſhall 
caſt them forth with flence, Hear this, O ye that fiwal- 
low up the poor and needy, even to make the poor of the | 
land 10 fail, ſaying, When will tbe new moon be gone, 
that wwe may ſell corn ? And the ſabbath, that we may | 
ſer forth wheat, making the ephab ſmall and the fhekel 
great, and falhfying the balances by deceit ? That we 
n buy the poor for filver, and the needy for a pair of 
hoes ; yea, and fell the refuſe of the wheat ? The Lord 
bath fworn by the excellency of Jacob, Surely I will never 
forget any of their works. Amos viii. 3, 4, 51 6, 7+ 
To give a man up to this infatuation. is one of the 
worſt judgmeats from God that is to be ſound in 
the land of hope, For he ſhall have judgment wil baut 
mercy that bath 2 no mah Os a 1 
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| Thoſe at the helm of affairs have ſtruggled hard 
to undermine this ſoul-damning ſin; but many of 
the /audho/ders, it is to be feared, have their eyes 
upon raiſing the rent of their farms, and therefore 
will not be very forward to make head againſt an evil 
that brings griſt to their mill. | 
The rich man's wealth is his ſtrong city, aud a bigh | 
wall in his awn canceit, ſaith Solomon. But he adds, A 
wiſe man ſcaleth the city of the mighty, and caſteth down 
the firengih of the confidence theregf. This is done by 
prayer; for there is no wall, no bulwark, no human 
oppreſſor, no, nor even the very councilof devils, that 
are proof againſt the prayer of faith. Call upon me 
in the time of trouble, 1 twill deliver thee, and thou 
ſhalt glorify me, This is the language of the 4aoks ; 
and the parchmevts ſay the ſame. Al een are 79. 
ble to them that belisve. at 
Thoſe that are rebelling ada the higher pots 
imagine that it is in the power of their hand to de- 
ſtroy this root of all evil, and to-break in pieces the an- 
preſſor. But this is a work that none but the K ing of 
kings can do, and which he hath promiſed. he will 
do: but the oppreſſed muſt cry and pray for it. Hear 
the language of the books, Thou ſhalt not ver a ſtranger, 
nor oppreſs bim: for ye were ſtrangers in the land of 
Egypt. Ye ſhall nat afflie any "widow, or fatharleſs 
child ; if thou affi? them in any wiſe, and they yt 
all unto me, I will ſurely hear their cry; and my wrath 
ſhall wax hot, and I will kill you with the ſward; aud 
your wives ſhall be widows, and your children fatherleſs, 


re. ., 

Ex. xxil. 27, 22, 23. Take notice here, if they ſhall 
be AFFLICTED, or OPPRESSED in ANY WISE, and they 
cry unto me, I will SURELY hear them. But thou ſhalt 
not rebel againſt the higher powers, becauſe the 
Lord is King of kings; they are ſet up by him. By 
me kings reign, and princes decree juſtice ; by me princes 
rule, and nobles, yea, all the judges of the earth. 
Therefore bon ſhalt not revile the gods, nor curſe them, 
no, nor fpeak evil of the ruler of thy people. Ex. xxii. 
28, This is God's command to us; and curſed is be 
that continueth not in all things written in the book of 
the law to do them. Thus you ſee the rebel is curſed 
by the books ; and, I add, he is damned by the parch. 
ments, There is no power but of God ; the powers that 
Be are ordained of God: be that reſſteth the power ro- 

Aſteth the ordinance of God, and they that reſiſt ſhall re- 
ceive to tbemſelves damnation. Rom. xiii. 1, 2. Ye 
muſt be ſubjet?, not only for wrath, but for conſcience 
fake ; not for fear of puniſhment, but in order to 
keep a good conſcience toward God. We have 
got a ſet of men in the nation that want to blow up 
all our walls and bulwarks, and to make Great Bri- 
tain a field of blocd. And what have they done? 
Why, juſt nothing. And what is the cauſe ? The 
cauſe is, the will of God; he would not have it ſo. 


| Then have they not reſiſted his will? and have they 


not reliſted the power? Yea, they have; and ſuch 
are rebels by the er 9. 4 are — bY the 
| POR e : 
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5 God to all his children. The government that 


we are under protects us in the worſhip of our God, 
and will not ſuffer us to be moleſted by any; and this 


is a bleſſing to us. We have no call wv be afraid of 


the poxver while we do that which i 15 good, for fuch ſhall 


have praiſe of the ſame ; for rulers are not à terror to 
good works, but to evil, Rom. xiii, 3. Rebelling 
againſt God, re/iſting his will and ordinance, and fpeak- 
ing evil of dignitaries, ſhall never bring proſperity to 
the land, nor comfort to the conſcience; this may be 
proved both from the books and the parchments. 
|  Thisis a day appointed for faſting and prayer; and 


may God grant that we may be thankful for our 


high privileges, and for the hope that he hath given 


us of the better inheritance, and that we may ſeek. 
the welfare both of king and country, that we may 


all unite in our prayers to God, and that daily, that 
he would be pleaſed to remember the poor and needy 


according to his promiſe, and that he would for 


Chriſt's ſake break in pieces the oppreſſor. 
I was informed laſt night of a certain farmer, not 


ſeventy. miles from London, that hath now by him 


ſeventy-feve loads of wheat, which at this time would 


fetch, I ſuppoſe, near 2000l. But is any thing too 
hard for the Lord? He ſays, The corn, the ꝛuine, the 
dil, the wool; and the flax, are mine; I *now all the fowls 
of the mountains; and the beaſts of the field ane mine, 
all the cattle of the foreſt are mine, and ſo are the flocks 


upon a thouſand hills, To God then let your requeſt be. 


made known ; this is our door of hope in this valley of 
Achor ; call daily upon him to remember the cry of 


che 
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ay 


the hithble, and not forget the plot and then 1 c 
watchfulneſs to prayer, and you ſhall not long engage 

in this work before you ſhall ſee both the fruits and {| 
effects of it ; and, by the good hand of my God upon | 
me; I will meet you daily at the throne of grace 
upon this buſineſs: . To this we are encouraged by 
the books. I will bear, I will hear, (ſaith the Lord) 
the heavens, and they foall hear the earth ; and the 
earth ſhall bear the corn, the wine, n_ the oil; and "IP 
Pall hear Fezreel. 

Seek the kingdom of God, and bis righteouſneſs, and all 
theſe things ſhall be added unto yeu ; and pray your hea- 
venly Father daily for daily bread, and do it ear. . 
neſtiy, in /ecret, and he that feeth in fecret ſhall e 
ward you openty 3 and this is arora in the Patel 
ents. „ 

Be earneſt in i, Men RENT aways to prey and 
wot to faint; and to be importunate; and in due time 
ye ſhall reap if ye faint not. May the good Spirit 
help your infirmities, and the great Advocate plead 
your cauſe ; and may the Father of all mercies and 
God of all comfort hear your prayers, and anſwer 
them agreeable to his on promiſe in Chriſt Je, 
{which is revealed to us both in the Bc and in the 
parchments) and that to the glory of his -n name, 
and to your OR _ | a ne Amen, 


